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Abstract

Teaching grammar is becoming very debatable issue in recent days, because as Stephen Krashen (1982) said
“there is a great deal of effect on the language use of the learner and this effect is peripheral and fragile”. It is
known that there are three different approaches to teaching grammar and they are teaching grammar as a
product, teaching grammar as a process and the last one is teaching grammar as a skill, below we will focus on

each separately.

Keywords— Grammar as Product, grammar as process, grammar as skill, deductive teaching,

integrated skills.

INTRODUCTION

Stephan Gramley (2004) mentioned that language
contact is one of the important aspects of the any
language changes. Linguistically speaking from this
article, language contact occurs when the people speak
two or more languages with interaction and influence on
each other during the language contact process. This
process includes interaction and good communication
of two or more languages at the same time by the means
of the written form (Letter, Newspaper) and mass
media, or quickly in a short time via friendly or
hospitable language contact with people. In the past
period and in the history majority of languages were
impacted on by language contact. Such as, the English
language borrowed most new words from Greek, Latin,
and French and in addition, this language took words
from other various languages (Spain and German) in the
history. However, if the famous people are not
respectful prestige and royalty, the language of the
superior language group is named the superstratum
language. In addition, the language of the less superior
group is also named the substratum language as well. As
I understood, if there is lengthy, huge and large-scale
connection and contact between these languages, that
languages have remarkable prestige attitude and
connection to each other and as a result, language

conversation and shift can change in a positive way. As |
understood from this explanation, this procedure
indicates to the substitution of one language through
others languages as the basic means of connection,
communication and interaction within a specific society.
While the society utilize that language as a previous
generation or creation of the group people, it can happen
high possibility to increase occurrence language death.
Campbell and Muntzel (1990) divided various four
kinds of language death. They are following: gradual
death, sudden death, radical death and bottom-to-top
death in this English language system. As [ can say in the
gradual death, another language changes one language
moderately, while in the sudden death, language can be
disappeared very quickly and unexpectedly in this
process. Besides, radical death occurs when people can
stop speaking in their language without protection. The
last, In the bottom-to-top death, language is not utilized
for communication or interaction with people, However
it will be utilized in a specific and certain situations or
places, for example for religion or songs in a anniversary
holidays.

In the end, I can explain about three obvious results of
language contact circumstances are developments of
pidgin languages, creole languages and bilingual mixed
languages. Initially, Pidgin language can happen if
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people go to the some certain places for the aims of
business. If the sellers or traders do not have a certain
language for speaking with other traders , they may
make up or invent a clear language for them to continue
trading job that is named pidgin language in this
language system. If the pidgin people have not clear
their languages to use in communication, another
language creole language can be wused for
communications with people in order to connect with
trader instead of Pidgin language. Bilingual mixed
languages can happen in communication and connection
with a high achievement of bilingualism language
among the speakers.
Overall I can conclude from the article that , contact
language is depicted to the language that is utilized for
the aims of primary communication and interaction
through people with no general language system in their
country

Grammar as Product

Teaching grammar as a product is also considered
deductive teaching as well, and these both approaches
mainly focus on form and structure rather than meaning
or other aspects of the language. According to Huang
(2005) “teaching grammar as a product concentrates on
basically giving learners a clear framework of the
language”. The chosen two activities in the first and
second appendix can highlight the approach and its
features as well. The first activity is a gap filling exercise,
which is a set of exercises related to Present Continuous
Tense. It is clear that the activity did not go beyond
grammatical formulas and rules and did not require the
learner’s personal opinion or creativity, so this activity
that illuminated this approach in itself. By analyzing this
activity it can be said that there are several “noticing”
features. The instruction of the first exercises asks using
Present Continuous Tense, in the second exercises there
are key word and time expressions that in which tense
is the sentence and the learners can easily notice the
tense by the above mentioned clues, besides that “self-
discovery” feature also emphasized in the activity. In
terms of advantages of this approach can be several as it
provides strong grammatical basis by giving main focus
on grammar. And later on the learners will use their
language in their future life without grammatical errors.

Like the first activity, this activity almost focuses on
form and little bit meaning as well . Some key words,
auxiliary verbs and time expressions reveal the tense of
the sentence and it makes the feature of “ noticing”. The
learners are expected to discover the right tenses and
there are clues to limit any suggestions by the learners.
This approach to teaching grammar can be helpful as

Batstone (1994) mentioned “by doing such kind of
activities learners improve their grammatical patterns
and their associated meaning.

Grammar as Process

Unlike the product approach teaching grammar as
process is not mainly focus on only grammatical forms
of the language. As Batstone (1994) defined this
approach to grammar teaching as increasing integrated
skills of learners to express their opinions efficiently.
Product teaching approach only focuses on grammatical
competence of the learners while process teaching
involves learner’s personal involvement as well as
grammar competence. Huang (2005) argues that “
teaching grammar as process emphasizes the use of
language by the learner”.

The activities in appendixes 3 and 4 are clearly highlight
the process teaching approach. In the first activity
students are asked to use future perfect tense structure
including their own weekly schedule, which means
grammar structure and personal opinion. In this activity
the opportunity to use language is partly limited,
because they are asked to use mostly future perfect
tense within the given time. Besides teacher gives 5
minutes to get ready and jot down some sentences in
order to support the students. By utilizing this approach
the students will be motivated to pay more attention to
meaning and purposeful production.

The next activity also a good example of the teaching
grammar as a process. In this activity language use is
almost limited. In the instruction part the learners are
asked to use past tense in their speech and they are
allowed to speak some part of the whole story giving
others turn. There are some advantages of this approach
such as this approach can be challenging to some
students but they are not forced, besides learners
personality and attitudes are centralized. Moreover
learners will be certain while choosing the strategies to
express their ideas. In terms of some suggestions to
improve this activity that it would be better if each of the
students write their own whole story by using past
simple tense.

Grammar as Skill

Different from both previous approaches this way of
teaching grammar is completely independent way of
using grammar structures without any borders. In the
article ( Appendix 5) the learners all taken into
reflection and the grammatical competence of the
learners is taken into consideration as well as their
active speech. Regarding the following activity (
Appendix 6) the learners are asked to speak about the

©lnternational Journal of Teaching, Learning and Education (IJTLE) 4

Cross Ref DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.22161 /ijtle.2.1.2



https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijtle.2.1.2

Qizi, International Journal of Teaching, Learning and Education (IJTLE), 2023, 2(1)

Jan-Feb 2023

important person hat has influence on their life. As it is
obvious learners are expected to use mainly Present
Perfect Tense. Hence this is not mentioned in the
instruction thus, it has reflection of all the students.
Coming to the advantages of this approach, there are
several good sides that can be mentioned. There is no
any limitations or further requirements like usage
certain type of the tenses or using topic related
vocabulary and so on, that is why students creativity will
be encouraged.

CONCLUSION

All chosen activities clearly reflects the approaches
regardingly and for this reason [ have decided to choose
them. If there are opportunities teaching grammar a
process is more acceptable, because it is neither only
grammar-focused nor forms-focused only, as this
approach holds balance between two approaches I
would prefer to use this approach in my future grammar
lessons.

In addition to the above understanding, below it can be
seen a comparison of the controversial views of several
scholars regarding the types of grammar activities
instruction and development of these instructions.
According to Asghar. Et al. (2014) a linguistically,
conceptually, and culturally oriented text not only helps
the reader to perceive the world in a schematic
background, but also provides them with the skills to be
autonomous thinkers. Unlike Asghar, Allan,R. (1989)
continues his views on the independent reader as
follows: by allowing readers to be involved in learning
process, by providing effective contexts for reading, by
creating a supportive atmosphere for learners, they
should be provided with such chances and
demonstrations that will give students the opportunity
to be independent thinkers, readers and learners.
Another researchers, Cequena, Song, Joeseph M,
Hannah et. al. (2016) argue that contextualization is
another common critical reading strategy that requires
the student to place text in historical, biographical, and
cultural contexts where students may not have enough
information to implement contextualization while
reading. Contrary to the above views, according to
Nichols W.D. (2000), critical reading instructions should
be intended to provide students with the right direction,
taking into account their background culture, their first
language accent, and their cultural values, and he adds
that much of the current successful methods are largely
based on the European American paradigms.
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